
Thibaut Trancart – CAE Regional Managing Director. 
Thibaut Trancart graduated from the SKEMA Management School in France and holds a 
master’s degree in Industrial & Programme Management. His first degree in International 
Business Management was awarded jointly by SKEMA and the Copenhagen Business School 
in Denmark. Thibaut is passionate about the aerospace and defence industry and, in his career 
to date, he has focused on 3 principal business areas: commercial and sales leadership, 
international business strategy and executive general management. 

Thibaut’s career in aerospace and defence began in Thales Training & Simulation where he 
led sales activities, first as a sales manager but rapidly promoted to the position of Sales & 
Marketing Director. He went on to become Managing Director for Thales in Libya, leading the 
company throughout the 2011 crisis and, in recognition of his performance in these difficult 
circumstances, he was promoted to Vice President & General Manager for Thales in the United 
Arab Emirates, a position he held from 2011 to 2016. In this role, Thibaut was responsible for 
all aspects of Thales’ in-country strategy & performance and he particularly enjoyed his regular 
interactions with local people and the Emirati government and authorities. 

He then accepted a new role as Vice President & Deputy General Manager for the Intelligence 
Surveillance & Reconnaissance (ISR) business group at Thales where he returned once again 
to his native France. In this role, Thibaut led strategy, product development, marketing and 
digitization across the ISR business and delivered both innovation and transformation in the 
group to meet rapidly evolving customer expectations and to exploit new technologies in the 
domain.   

With 20 years of high-tariff experience at Thales, Thibaut recently joined CAE to become 
Regional Managing Director for the Middle East region. Based in Abu Dhabi, Thibaut has lost 
none of his early passion for aerospace and defence and he now leads CAE’s defence and 
security business across the region in order to deliver to CAE’s customers the highest levels 
of mission readiness and safety. 

Alongside his energetic commitment to commercial business, Thibaut is also a French Foreign 
Trade Advisor, providing strategic coaching and mentorship to SMEs and offering his insights 
to support export strategy and regional capability.  

Thibaut is also a keen sportsman, enjoying long-distance running, Ultra Trails, sailing, sand 
yachting and field hockey. He is married and the proud father of twin boys and 2 daughters. 


